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On June 15, it was announced that the Academy Awards would be pushed back by two 
months from February 28 to April 25, so that the cutoff for eligibility could likewise be 
extended from December 31, 2020, to February 28. The Academy Governors Awards and 
Scientific and Technical Awards have been postponed indefinitely. The British Academy of 
Film and Television Arts BAFTA subsequently announced that it would follow suit and 
postpone the 74th British Academy Film Awards to April.40 On June 22, the Golden Globe 
Awards were also delayed from early-January to February 28, 2021 filling the Academy 
Awards former date.41 The Screen Actors Guild Awards were also postponed from January 
24 to March 14.42 


At the start of March, the James Bond film No Time to Die, which was scheduled to premiere 
in March 2020 and to wide release in April 2020, was postponed to November and then 
subsequently to April 2021.84 No Time to Die was the first film to change its planned 
release outside of China because of the early outbreak of COVID-19, and has opened 
discussions of dramatic implications on the film economy: many other productions had 
avoided scheduling releases at the same time as the 25th Bond film, and its new November 
date is in the busy holiday release period, leading to low box office intake in MarchApril and 
uncertain intake in November.21 However, the postponement could reportedly generate 
more publicity for the film, and is also taking the familiar November release slot of the past 
two Bond films.85 It has also been suggested that other high-profile films will follow and 
postpone releases, creating a similar effect.2184 Several other films soon followed in 


postponing their releases worldwide: the heavily promoted Polish slasher film W lesie dzis 
nie zaśnie nikt Nobody Sleeps in the Woods Tonight was postponed from March 13 to some 
point in the future when the situation had settled,86 and the political documentary Slay the 
Dragon had its theatrical release moved from March 13 to April 3.31 


On March 5, 2021, cinemas in New York City were given authorization to reopen, subject to 
the same 50-patron limit as the remainder of the state.197 On March 11, after Los Angeles 
County moved from purple to red on the Blueprint for a Safer Economy, the Los Angeles 
County Department of Public Health LACDPH gave authorization for cinemas to resume 
operations in the area at 25% capacity.198 42 of the approximately 107 cinemas as of 2019 
in the LA area had resumed operations by March 26, with some chains and independent 
cinemas expecting to reopen over the next few weeks for the opening of Godzilla vs. 
Kong.122123 
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